
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Inscribed to Give”
Mark 12:41-44

Main Point: Giving is an act of worship, and your faith is what matters most to God.

LESSONS on giving from a penny in the plate:
God is interested in the sacrifice and faith in your gift more than in the amount of your 
gift (43-44).

In pointing to the fact that the poor widow contributed “more” than any one else, Jesus 
revealed some incredibly important lessons about God’s perspective on our giving. One of these 
lessons is that God is not interested in the amount of what’s given. God doesn’t need our 
money. The earth and the fullness of it belongs to Him. However, He is interested in the sacrifice 
and the faith in the heart of the giver. The poor widow gave “more” not in money but in sacrifice. 
The widow's gift was more valuable in the faith that was required to give it! In her beautiful act of 
worship, the widow provided the opportunity for Jesus to remind us that the sacrifice and faith in 
our gifts is what matters most to our God.
1. How is sacrifice and faith connected to worship?
2. Why is God more interested in sacrifice and faith in your giving than in the amount you give?
3. Do you view your giving as worship? Why, or why not?
4. Is your giving sacrificial? Does your giving require faith? These are personal but important 

questions. Discuss confidentially if comfortable, and pray for hearts of worship in giving.

God sees the amount of your gift in proportion to what He’s given you (43-44).
As Jesus used the gift of the widow to teach His disciples an important lesson in giving, 

He also revealed that the amount given is seen in proportion to the amount that the giver has 
been given by God. In other words, God knows how much He’s given you, so the amount that 
you give back to Him is seen in proportion to what He’s given you rather than in comparison to 
how much other people give. What an incredibly important lesson! This lesson also reveals the 
truth that because the amount given is connected to what we’ve been given, giving is deeply 
personal. While others may see what we give, only God can truly know the sacrifice and the 
faith involved in the gift that’s been given. He’s not judging our giving by the giving of others; 
He’s receiving our worship — or not — based on the proportional value of our gift.
1. How is the reality of sacrifice and faith uniquely connected to the amount of the gift for each 

person who gives?
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2. What is tithing? Is tithing a discipline, worship, or both? 
3. How does tithing connect with giving in proportion to what God has given us?
4. Does your tithing demand sacrifice and faith in it’s proportion to what God has given you? 

Consider privately this question, and discuss the importance of this in our worship of God.

God desires sacrificial giving that displays faith in Him for what you need for life (43-44).
Jesus pointed to the value of sacrificial giving that required faith in the act of giving. 

Giving out of abundance is not wrong, but giving is reasonable and possible for those who have 
been given much and who have an abundance to give. However, for those with abundance and 
for those without abundance, sacrificial giving is equally hard. For all, sacrificial giving requires 
sacrifice. In every case, when someone gives sacrificially, they must give in faith. When we give 
from what we think we “need” to live, that kind of giving pushes us and demands faith from us in 
the act of giving. That’s how giving becomes worship.
1. How do you balance saving, living expenses, and giving in a sacrificial way that displays faith 

in God for what you need in life?
2. What is the purpose of tithing in a structure of budgeting and giving that aims to show your 

faith in God?
3. What is the difference between tithes and offerings?
4. How do offerings provide the opportunity for sacrificial giving that displays faith in God?
5. Break into groups of two or three, and pray for faithfulness in giving in your lives and in the life 

of our faith family for the glory and the work of God!
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